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The Messenger August 2017

Beautiful Savior’s 60"—Where Do You Fit In?

As you’ve been hearing for quite a while now, it’s nearly time to celebrate a big event in the history of
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church: the 60™ anniversary of the founding of this congregation in Broomfield.
The big event is Sunday, August 13, beginning at 10:00AM.

And just where, dear reader, do you fit in to this celebration?

Our Beautiful Savior family today includes a wide and wonderful array of folks—some “old timers” (a
few of whom may even have been founding members of this parish); some members who joined the church in
the last few decades; some members (like my family) who have been here five years or less; some soon-to-be-
baptized believers who are right now being instructed in the faith; and then also our school families and friends
who may be members of other churches but who have chosen to have their children educated here, among us.
Wow, what a diverse group we are! And each and every one is an important part of Beautiful Savior today!

Our 60™ celebration is equal parts remembrance of and thanksgiving for the past, and looking forward in
faith to the future.

Depending on how long you have been here, you will have more or less “past” to look back upon. But
however many years we have been part of this great family of God, we must all acknowledge that every
blessing received during our time here has been a blessing given by our good and gracious God alone! On
August 13" we have the opportunity to give God the thanks and praise for all that He has done, all that He has
given (and forgiven!).

As for looking forward in faith to the future, that is where we are all equal—for the future is a “place”
where none of us has yet stepped. Whether we are old timers, mid-timers, short-timers, or whoever we are, we
stand together before an uncharted future. What tomorrow will bring, none of us knows. But we do know the
God who has brought us here, and how He has promised never to leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). We
know that Jesus is “the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6) and “the propitiation for our sins” (1 John
2:2), and that God “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).
We know that God’s Word, which we teach and preach and share, is “living and active” (Hebrews 4:12) and by
God’s own solemn oath ‘““shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall
succeed in the thing for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).

In short, we are, by the grace of God, the people He has assembled to be His church in this place at
precisely this time. You, dear reader, are a special part—an indispensable part—of this family, with a special
role to play in the “story” that God is continuing to write here in Broomfield. 1 am so glad, so very glad, to
know that this endeavor called “Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church” is not finally our endeavor, but it is God’s
own endeavor, His holy work. Well is our parish named “Beautiful Savior,” for the Lord Jesus Christ is the
Lord of this congregation as He is Lord of His whole Church. Thankful for His faithful mercies in the past, we
now follow Him into His future. To God alone be the glory forever. Amen!

Pastor Groth



THOSE SERVING IN AUGUST

Ushers
Dave Esslinger Mike Brown Rick Mericle
Craig Ludwig Domino Mbise Wayne Mericle
Elders
8/6 Cliff Evans & Mike Brown
8/13 10:00 Cal Meisner & Rick Mericle
8/20 Cliff Evans & Mike Brown
8/27 Rick Mericle & Cal Meisner
Acolytes
8/6 Damien Dittrich
8/13 10:00 Nicholas Little
8/20 Henry Pawlak ITT
8/27 Joey Weinstock
Altar Guild

Jeanne Mericle & Judy Werner




VALUE LIFE

What is the value and worth of a person in his or her final days or weeks or months of
life? For Christians, this is ultimately a meaningless question since God's view of us is not
dependent on our health. However, it is a question that has to be addressed in a secular
society that increasingly treats human life as a commodity, the value of which may change if a
person’s ability to be a "productive” member of society is impacted by ill health, age or
disability.

We were bought with a price, and our body is a femple of the Holy Spirit within us. (I
Cor. 6) What higher value could a person possibly have than the purchase price that God gave
for us - the blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ? What could be worth more than the
Holy Spirit within us? Our value comes entirely from God and not at all from ourselves. It does
not depend on whether we can be "productive”.

The thief on the cross, a criminal and an unbeliever, was brought to faith as he hung on
the cross and said: "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. (Luke 28:32) He
would have no more days of early life to live "productively” but still Jesus saw him as worth the
price He was paying. The man was in the final hours of his life and suffering terribly, but Jesus
did not hasten his death so that he could “die with dignity.” Nor did He transport him off the
cross because this mortal life should be maintained at all costs. He simply assured him of his
salvation and was there with him, even while entrusting Himself to the Father throughout His
own suffering.

God has blessed us with wonderful medical advances, but vigilance is required to ensure
that patients receive good care to the end. For example, Medicare disallows physical therapy
for patients in hospice. Yet, for some patients, spending weeks immobile in hospice causes
additional pain and bed sores. A time may come when we have to accept that God is taking a
loved one, or ourselves, home and that extreme measures to delay death are not appropriate.
However, we never aim to hasten death or deny care. How could these be appropriate ways to
treat people for whom Christ died and whose bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit?

Pastor Groth keeps God's promises and love of life before congregation members as he
witnesses to them. The members are greatly blessed by his efforts. The Care Callers also
reach out and serve the members and are a blessing to them. If you are interested in joining
the Care Callers, we meet every fourth Wednesday of the month.

Cliff Evans, Elder in conjunction with Lutheran Witness, January 2017
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August Birthdays
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Christopher Pawlak
Neil LaVoy

Julie Vogel
Conor Woodburn
Dave Lee

Joe Hanket
Amber Mericle
Calli Boniek
Jeff Davis

Barb Wolff
Jeanie Savage
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August Anniversaries
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Art & Geri Albrecht
Matt & Sonya Acker
Christine & Cory Young
Dan & Kathy Anderberg
Steve & Jeanne Hayden
Cliff & Sue Evans

Rick & Jeanne Mericle
David & Julie Vogel

Ron & Jeanie Savage
Dave & Gretchen Lee

Rocky Mountains

August News from
Lutheran Family Services

1.  Older Adult & Caregiver Services
offers free monthly telephone conferences
to answer your questions about aging,
called Ask Your Care Manager. Join us

on August 9 from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm
MST for a discussion on Planning for Life’s
“What Ifs?” :Understanding Advance Care
Planning. Advance Care Planning is a
process that supports adults in under-
standing and sharing their personal values
and preferences regarding future medical
care. In part one of the two-part series on
Advance Care Planning, we will discuss the
first, and most often overlooked steps, in
creating an Advance Care Plan.
Registration is required: sign up

at www.lfsrm.org/programs-and-
services/oacs/ask-care-manager/ or
contact our staff at 303-217-5864 or 970-
232-1180.

2. Every day there are children in
Colorado in need of a safe environment
and we need more people to commit to
these children! Informational meetings for
foster care in the Denver Metro area will
be on August 9th from 12:30-1:30 pm and
from 5:30-6:30 pm at the LFS office (363 S.
Harlan Street, Suite 105, Denver, 80226).
We hope to see you there! For more
information, please contact Anne Hamilton
at anne.hamilton@I|fsrm.org or 303-217-
5869.

3.  Join us for Lutheran Family Services’
24™ Annual Tee Off for Hope on August
17" at the Hiwan Golf Club in Evergreen,
CO. Please go to www.lfsrm.org/events for
more information!




“The Lutheran Hour”
Sermon Schedule for August 2017
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UJ LHM produces and airs radio and TV programming around the world in more
than 80 languages. “The Lutheran Hour” began in 1930 and is the world’s

longest-running, continually broadcast Gospel radio program. It proclaims the

message of Jesus Christ to more than 1 million people every week on more than 1600 North American radio
stations! Please tune to 850 KOA (AM) at 6:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings OR go on-line to hear and/or

download the current or any of the previous messages at: Www.lutheranhour.org

Aug. 6" “On Thee the High and Lowly” (Exodus 20:10)
It’s “Archives August” and we present a classic message from former Speaker, Dr. Dale
Meyer. (Guest Speaker: Dr. Dale A. Meyer)

Aug. 13" «“Looking for a Good Speaker ” (Matthew 6:9)
“Archives August” — What do the words “Our Father” teach us about our relationship with
God and with each other? Guest Speaker: Dr. Dale A. Meyer)

Aug. 20" “God’s Dog” (Matthew 15:21-28)
Was Jesus being politically incorrect — or worse — when He compared a Canaanite woman to
a canine? (Lutheran Hour Speaker, Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus)

Aug. 27" “Absolutely Nothing” (1 Corinthians 15:14-19)

Pastor Ken Klaus explains how something that is “absolutely nothing” can be a very good
thing. (Lutheran Hour Speaker, Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus)

Please contact Mike Brown at (303) 438-5766 or mbrown_IlIrmd@comcast.net with any questions you may
have about “The Lutheran Hour” or the numerous Outreach Resources available from LHM.

Lutheran Hour Ministries is a congregational outreach ministry supporting The Lutheran Church —
Missouri Synod and partnering churches worldwide. It is independently funded by generous Christians who
want to spread the pure and powerful message of our Savior’s love in their own communities and throughout

the world. For more information, please visit Www.lhm.org or call 1-800-876-9880. THANK YOU
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Launching August 1, 2017
Called. Equipped. Sent.

Web Site: www.lhm.org/learn

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers equipping resources to help you reach out with the love and

Good News of Jesus Christ in your everyday life.

These online courses and webinars will cover five faith-strengthening categories and use an array of
multimedia elements to help you gain an audience for the Gospel message.

Outreach Resources at your fingertips!

v Individual, self-paced learning.

v Time for self-reflection and journaling.

v Optional small group discussion guides for home and congregational use.
v Easy access on any digital device — computer, tablet, or smart phone.

v A variety of learning methods designed for the adult learner.

Christian Foundations

Basics of Christianity from Biblical, theological, and historical perspectives

Cultural Concepts

Understand the different demographics, cultures, and religions in our world today

Everyday Insights

Thoughts about the good and bad that life throws your way

Outreach Essentials

Personal evangelism and tools to reach others with the Gospel

Spiritual Reflections

Devotional thoughts meant to strengthen and encourage

% LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES
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Our Stewardship Message
(August 2017)

Winston Churchill reportedly said that “we make a living by what we get,
but we make a life by what we give.” According to Churchill then, our lives
are defined less by what we have gotten, and more by what we give away.

Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for
us. He became man for us. He taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those
with many and various diseases. He died the death that we deserve because of
sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, death, and hell. And so, it is that by giving completely
of Himself, He got for Himself us, making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.

As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do from simply getting. For
giving softens our hearts and frees us from the grip which the worries of this world and making a living has
on us. For when we are singularly focused on making a living, we are singularly focused on what we get.
That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives—our relationships with friends and family, with
neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking the question — How can | be a
friend, family member, neighbor, and servant to others—to asking the question—what have they done for me
lately. We become more selfish instead of selfless.

But when we give, we do not have less, we have more because when we give we join in the bond of
friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us out of love for them. And love is the fulfillment
of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love. Thus we are reflecting the divine nature. As
Jesus said “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

We are oConsecrated Stewardso t



60" Anniversary Sunday at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church

Sunday, August 13" 2017

*Celebration Worship Service @ 10:00 A.M.

(Divine Service with Holy Communion)

*Fellowship Meal: 11:30 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.
(Catered Brunch Buffet in the Gymnasium)

*Anniversary Program: 12:15 - 1:00 P.M.

(Special Guests, Memorabilia and Entertaining Fellowship)

*Ice Cream Social: 1:00 — 1:30 P.M.
(Inside or Outside — TBD per the Weather)

Save the Date !

Let 6s Al |l QhlelLeolr rd8kssings for
60 years of
Ministry and Mission at Beautiful Savior!!
Please Note:
*Child Care with Fun Activities will be provided from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.

*Contact the Anniversary Committee with any questions/suggestions you may have:
Members: Patrisha Boniek, Mike Brown, Cliff Evans, Pete Valdez, Pastor Groth



